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Celebrating Community

Happy New Year! Welcome Back!

Super Cash Raffle Tickets Coming 
Look for this year’s Super Cash Raffle tickets in your oldest student’s backpack today. Tickets are sold at $5.00 each for a chance 
to win the following cash prizes: one $3,000 winner; one $2,000 winner, and one $1,000 winner. While it is our hope each family 
will be able to sell their allotment of 20 tickets, it is important all unsold tickets are returned to ASCS in order for us to stay in 
compliance with State of Michigan requirements. The drawing will take place during the auction and, while winners aren’t 
required to be present to win, it’s an extra level of excitement when they are! NOTE: If you do not receive your allotment this 
week, please contact the office as soon as possible.

19th Annual Growing Our Future Auction
Dear Families,

The annual Growing Our Future Auction and Gala is rapidly approaching. We are looking forward to an evening of fun, 
fellowship, and fundraising to benefit the students and faculty of All Saints Catholic School. The annual auction serves as our 
largest fundraiser of the year, and we cannot do it without you! Your generous donations provide our auction committee with the 
valuable products and services used to create the numerous raffle baskets and silent and live auction packages. If you are able to 
help, we ask that you consider a donation of goods or services to benefit the auction. Following is a wish list of items that are very 
popular and much needed by the auction committee at this time. Your generosity and donation will be greatly appreciated and the 
proceeds go directly go to our students and staff. Thank you for considering a donation, thank you for your support, and we look 
forward to seeing you on March 2, at the auction at Laurel Manor in Livonia! Look for your invitation soon!

Travel
• Airline Certificates
• Airline Miles
• Airline Vouchers
• Golf getaways
• Lake House
• Beach House
• Fishing/Hunting 
• Condo
• Vacation Home
• Spa getaway
• Hotel packages
• Ski Resorts
• Cabins
• Bed & Breakfast 

Luxury Items
• Handbags
• Luggage
• Jewelry
• Clothing
• Art
• Wine

Sports
• Autographed items
• Basketball tickets
• Hockey tickets
• Baseball tickets
• Ski passes/lessons
• Jerseys
• Collectibles
• Memorabilia
• MSU/U of M 
• Red Wings
• Tigers
• Pistons

Events
• Concerts
• Museums
• Zoos
• Musicals
• Theatre

Health/Beauty
• Spa
• Massage
• Personal Training
• Facials
• Exercise Equipment
• Bikes

Electronics
• iPads
• Laptops
• Bluetooth headphones/

speakers
• TV
• Xbox

Gift Certificate
• Restaurants
• Entertainment
• Boutiques
• Salons
• Spas
• Nursery Greenhouse

Services
• Landscaping
• Painting/Home 

Improvement
• Interior Design
• DJ/Musician

Experiences
• Private tours
• Lessons
• Personal chef
• Camps
• Zingerman’s 

Save the Date: 
March 2, 2019
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In The Know
January 7
Classes Resume Following Break

January 9-18
Auction Super Week

Auction Super Week runs Wednesday through Jan. 18. We encourage your donations of gift cards and merchandise according to 
the following grade themes:

 • Preschool/Pre-K--Balance Bike  
 • Kindergarten--American Girl and Legos  
 • 1st  Grade--Professional  camera 
 • 2nd Grade--Apple watch series 4
 • 3rd Grade--What’s in your wallet?
 • 4th Grade--Blast from the Past! NKOTB mixtape tour  
 • 5th Grade--Shinola 
 • 6th Grade-The windy city Chicago
 • 7th Grade--Destination Vacation! Delta gift cards
 • 8th Grade--The Big Green Egg- Ultimate cooking experience

If you wish to donate, you can do so in two ways:

Donate a monetary amount (this can be done via cash, check, or a gift card). Monetary donations can be put in the bins that each 
teacher will have in their classroom.

Donate the product for your grade’s theme. Product donations can be sent to the office.

Auction Super Week Starts 
Wednesday

Registration for our Early Childhood and Kindergarten classes for the 2019-2020 
school year will open to current families Monday, Jan. 14, at 5:00 p.m. All families will 
receive an email when the registration links are available. 

The registration links will also be available to access on the school’s website at www.
allsaintscs.com on that date.  

To secure your spot, registration must be completed before 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
26. Due to the limited number of spots in our early childhood program, families are 
asked to submit their first and second choice. 

Please note: All Saints families currently enrolled in our preschool program are given 
priority, followed by all current All Saints families. Enrollment will open to the public 
during our New Family Open House on Sunday, Jan. 27. At that point, available spots 
in our early childhood and kindergarten program will be filled on a first come, first 
serve basis.

Early Childhood, Kindergarten 
Registration Coming

January 11
Midterms Grades 7-8 (Dismissal 
10:55 a.m.; 1/2 day optional)

Student Credit Union 
11:15 a.m.-1 p.m.

January 14
Midterms Grades 7-8 (Dismissal 
10:55 a.m.; 1/2 day optional)

January 17
Spirit Day

January 21
Professional Development Day 
No School

January 21
Professional Development Day 
No School

January 22
Report Cards Available

Eighth grader Michael Vena won first place in the VFW Patriot’s Pen scholarship 
essay competition at the Plymouth VFW Post level, and also placed first at the 
District level. The District includes VFW posts in all of Wayne County. He won a 
monetary award and an Honorarium for All Saints.

Michael now moves on to the state level and will attend the VFW conference on Jan. 
25 and 26.  His sister, Maria, an All Saints alum, also placed first in the competition 
at the high school level. Each year more than 132,000 students in grades 6-8 enter the 
VFW’s Patriot’s Pen youth essay contest. The national first-place winner wins $5,000 
and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. Good luck and congratulations!

Vena wins VFW essay contest
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Many parents ask, “When is my child sick enough to stay home from school?”
This is not always an easy question to answer! We hope that these tips can help!

A child who is sick will not be able to perform well in school and is likely to 
spread the illness to other children and staff. We suggest making a plan for 
childcare ahead of time so you will not be caught without a comforting place for 
your child to stay if he/she is ill.

If you do keep your child at home, it’s important to phone the school on the first 
day. Our school policy states that you should not send your child to school if he/
she has:
 • Fever in the past 24 hours
 • Vomiting in the past 24 hours
 • Diarrhea in the past 24 hours
 • Chills
 • Sore throat
 • Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24   
  hours before returning to school)
 • Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has  
  kept the child awake at night
 • Head lice–until your child has been treated according to the   
  doctor’s or professional’s instructions

If your child becomes ill at school and the office staff feels your child is too sick to
benefit from school or is contagious to other children, you will be called to come 
and take him/her home from school. It is essential that the office staff has a phone 
number where you can be contacted during the day and an emergency number in 
the event you cannot be reached. Please be sure that arrangements can be made 
to transport your child home from school and that childcare is available in case of 
illness. 

If your daytime or emergency phone number changes during the year, please 
notify the office at 734-451-2490. These guidelines are meant to serve the best 
interests of all the children and staff in school. If you have questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to call.

Health Tips for Parents 
from the School Office

We are looking for parent or grandparent 
volunteers to assist with morning and 
afternoon traffic. Each traffic position only 
requires about 20-25 minutes of time each 
day. The actual “work” time is 15 minutes. 
If you are interested, please contact Mrs. 
Alban at dalban@allsaintscs.com for more 
information.
 
As a reminder, drivers are asked to obey 
all traffic volunteers and signs during front 
and back loop arrival and dismissal. Our 
parents/staff volunteers are in place for 
everyone’s safety. As a reminder always: 
  • Keep a single lane of traffic 
 • NO passing when in the loop 
 • Refrain from using your cell   
    phone 
 • Make sure your student exits        
on the passenger side of the vehicle; they 
should never exit on the driver side  
and walk around the vehicle.
 • Have your child practice       
buckling up in their car seat, so traffic flow 
isn’t delayed.

Traffic Helpers 
Needed

Please log your volunteer hours at www.
allsaintscs.com/service. 

Every month we will have random 
winners selected to win a gift card of their 
choice from those who have submitted 
hours! 

Submit Your 
Hours Today!

With the colder weather arriving, here are just a couple of reminders for our 
families to keep in mind during the winter months: 

• Students still go outside for recess if the temperature is above 10-degrees 
Fahrenheit, so please dress them in warm gear.

• All ASCS safeties must wear warm clothes outside on duty. They are outside 
much longer than normal and it is a good example for other students.

• Please do NOT drop off your students prior to the doors opening at 7:50 a.m. 
With no adult supervision and freezing temperatures, it is not safe for students 
to be outside.

Cold Weather Reminders
Junior High students will be taking 
midterm exams soon. Here is the 
schedule:

Friday, Jan .11
8:30-9:30  a.m.     English
9:45-10:45  a.m.  Math

Monday, Jan. 14
8:30-9:30  a.m.    Literature
9:45-10:45  a.m.  Social Studies

Junior High teachers will be in the back 
loop with students at 10:55 a.m. on Friday 
and Monday for dismissal. A half-day 
afternoon is optional.

Jr. High Exam 
Schedule
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Classroom Happenings

Before Christmas break, third graders enjoyed a party as they completed studying a unit about the Roman Empire. In addition to 
dressing in togas and tunics, they made paper gladiator helmets and mini catapults, and feasted on a banquet of bread and olive 
oil, raisins, porridge, and grape juice. The most excitement came when the students entered the “Colosseum” (gym) to play math 
games with Roman numerals, throw ”javelin” pool noodles, race scooter chariots, and play Roman dodgeball. 

Students in Mr. Facione’s 6th grade math classes partnered on a project to reinforce their study of statistics. They developed a 
question to ask other students in various grades. Some of the questions addressed favorite brands or foods. The math classmates 
organized their data after collecting it by using a frequency table. Students then had to include two graphs and summarize their 
findings. To reinforce the importance of working together, Mr. Facione had the teams highlight a Christian collaboration quote to 
guide their work. The students then presented their data to their class. 
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January 
Virtue: 
Fortitude
“According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, ‘Fortitude is the moral 
virtue that ensures firmness in difficulties 
and constancy in the pursuit of good...
It disposes one even to renounce and 
sacrifice his life in defense of a just cause 
(paragraph 1808).”

Please see the Virtues in Practice newsletter 
at the end of this document for more 
information. 

All parents, grandparents, and friends of All Saints Catholic School are welcomed to 
join together for a time of prayer.  

We meet on the second and fourth Fridays of the month from 8:10 a.m. to 8:40 a.m. in 
the school chapel.  Our time will include praying for our students, parents/families, 
staff and school community.   

We will use various forms of prayer throughout the year, but we will always conclude 
by praying the rosary. Young children are welcomed and encouraged to join us.  

If you are unable to join us but would like to send in your prayer intentions, email 
them to our campus minister, Mary Ann Jenkins at mjenkins@allsaintscs.com.
 
   Parents in Prayer Schedule
   January  11 & 25
   February  8 
   March   8 & 22
   April   12
   May   10 & 24

Participate in Parents in 
Prayer This Friday

All Saints Quiz Bowl teams participated 
in their first tournament of the season in 
December. 

Here were the final results:
All Saints A – 12th
All Saints B – 15th
All Saints C – 16th

 The Top Individual Scorers (out of more 
than 100 students):
Sofia D’Agostino – 7th
Nick Ventura – 10th
Pablo Razny – 11th
Emilee Theofanopoulos – 15th
Isabella Merucci – 16th

The teams are preparing for their next 
competition on Feb. 9. Good luck!

Quiz Bowl Teams 
Compete

Seventh grader Braden Michalak 
presented religion teacher Mrs. Gibb 
with this black walnut cross that he 
made from a tree that fell on his family’s 
property. The cross is rugged on one 
side, and smooth on the other. 

Braden was inspired by the book “The 
Call of the Wild” from his literature class. 
Braden began woodworking with his 
dad while in first grade.

Student Carves
Cross as Gift

Thanks to more than 190 gifts, the Fund for All Saints annual campaign has raised 
more than $72,000! The theme for this year’s campaign is Reasons and we are excited 
to give families and friends the opportunity to share their “reason” for supporting 
our amazing school. 

Give us your reason at www.AllSaintsCS.com/Reason or by using the commitment 
form at the end of this newsletter.

Fund for All Saints 
Surpasses $72,000!

4th Graders Honor
Classmate

Fourth grader Megan LeForge became 
Catholic at a Mass on the First Sunday 
of Advent at St. Mary’s in Wayne. To 
celebrate, Mr. Arnould took Megan’s class 
to the Chapel to pray, sing, and present her 
with cards and keepsakes commemorating 
her special day.
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Blue Thunder News
www.ascsathletics.com

The Varsity Boys #2 basketball team took 1st place in the Sacred Heart Christmas 
Tournament over break. The boys beat St. Michael #2 with a score of 46 to 25, 
and Divine Child #2 30 to 19, en route to a 45 to 25 drubbing of St. Sebastian 
in the final. Braylon Laroo was voted tournament MVP.  The boys’ solid team 
defensive effort was the difference, shutting down their opponents’ offensive 
production in all three games. Great job boys!!!

Varsity Boys #2 Team Takes 
First Place at Tournament

JV Boys #2 Team 
Places Third
The JV Boys #2 team lost a close game to 
DIvine Child #2 25-24 in the semifinals, 
but beat St. Edith #2 to clinch a third-place 
finish. Great teamwork and effort by the 
boys!

Blue Thunder News
www.ascsathletics.com

Congratulations to the Varsity Girls #2 
basketball team on winning the 2018 
Sacred Heart Christmas Tournament. 

The girls played three great games 
against St. Frances Cabrini, and Our 
Lady of Good Counsel ,and faced 
Divine Child in the championship 
game to win it all! Well done, ladies! A 
great and exciting tournament over the 
Christmas season.

The girls also played an outstanding 
game versus a Varsity #1 team on 
Sunday evening, taking on the Vikings 
from Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and 
winning 19-18 in a nail biter. It has 
been a fantastic season so far!

Varsity Girls #2 Team Comes in First Place
at Sacred Heart Christmas Tournament
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All Saints has two Varsity bowling teams this year with a total of seven bowlers. Team V1 welcomes back bowlers, Shannon 
Burke (8th), Connor Doyle (8th), Jack Smith (7th) and Cole Tomaszek (8th). Team V2 welcomes returning bowlers, Robbie 
Modrzejewski (7th) and Alberto Lopez-Coronado (7th), and new bowler, Cardin Trinh (7th) to the team!

During the first few weeks of bowling, averages are being developed, so scoring with a win or a loss is not yet possible. Yet, All 
Saints’ bowlers came out to play this week! The V1 bowlers had a strong first showing, with a total of 41 marks (spare or strike) 
over the two games played--an average of 10 marks per bowler! Congratulations to Jack for his 16 marks and 177 and 167 games.  
The V2 bowlers were missing Alberto this week, but still put up 8 marks!  Congratulations to Robbie for his 118 high game!

Bowling Season Starts on a Strong Note

Basketball Weekend Scores
Sunday, January 6, 2019
JV Boys 3   16
St. Joseph Trenton #2  22

JV Boys 5   16
St. Joseph Trenton #3  17

JV Girls 3   0
St. Joseph Trenton #2  24

Varsity Boys 1   46
St. William #1   20

Varsity Boys 2   50
St. Joseph S.L. #1  37

Varsity Girls 2   19
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs 18

Saturday, January 5, 2019
JV Boys 1   30
St. James #1   20

JV Boys 2   18
Gesu    38

JV Boys 3   10
St. James #2   9

JV Boys 4   21
St. Edith #3   23

JV Boys 5   15
Our Lady of Sorrows #4  19

JV Girls 1   18
St. James #1   19

JV Girls 2   14
St. James #2   12

JV Girls 3   1
St. Pius X #2   34

Varsity Boys 2   35
St. James #2   9

Varsity Boys 3   19
Gesu    33

Varsity Girls 2   29
St. James #2   13

Friday, January 4, 2019
Varsity Boys 1   25
St. James #1   45





Commitment Form
2018-2019 Fund for All Saints

Thank You! On behalf of the nearly 600 students who will continue to benefit from your generosity, we are truly grateful for your support of the mission of All 
Saints Catholic School. If you have any questions regarding donations or payments, please contact Eric Rothert at (734) 459-2490 ext. 29 or at
erothert@allsaintscs.com. All contributions are tax deductible (TIN# 38-3312683)

All SAintS CAtholiC SChool 48735 WArren rd. CAnton, Mi 48187 (734) 459-2490 F: (734) 459-0981

A Commitment, Designation, Reason

Payment Options

My/our reason to support this year’s Fund is:

My/our commitment is in honor/loving memory of:

Pledge Start Date (MM-YY)

I/we will pledge our donation (paid in full before June 30, 2019).

Monthly Quarterly

To be paid in payments of $

Please keep this financial commitment anonymous.

Name Date

Address Phone

EmailCity, State, ZIP

Relation to All Saints Catholic School: Current Family Grandparent Staff Friend

All Saints Catholic School is grateful to all those who have made our school a charitable priority. Your support in the form of a gift 
to the Fund for All Saints is evidence of your commitment to the students, faculty, and community of All Saints Catholic School 
and each gift has a meaningful impact on every aspect of this school. All gifts work together to enrich our programs, enhance 
services for current and future students, and support our faculty. On behalf of our entire community, we are truly grateful for 
your support of the mission of All Saints Catholic School. 

Whichever reason you choose, we are truly grateful for your generosity and support of the Fund for All Saints to strengthen our learning 
environment and support our mission. 

I/we will make a donation online at www.allsaintscs.com/donate.

Card Number

I/we will make a donation via the following donor advised fund:

Exp. Date Billing Zip Code

Name (as it appears on card)

Please charge my/our credit card.

Please designate my/our financial commitment to the following area:
Academics

STEM

Endowment

Athletics Where It’s Needed Most

Catholic Identity
I/we wish to cover the tuition gap: $ 671.00

I/we are making a one-time commitment of: $

My/our check is enclosed.
(Payable to all SainTS CaTholiC SChool)
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January’s Virtue - Fortitude 

 
Happy New Year! As we begin 2019, take a moment to call on the Holy Spirit to strengthen you 

in the virtue of fortitude. Consider the following reflection from our 6th-8th grade Virtues in 
Practice student book. May God bless you and yours! 

 

“All of us have experienced moments of fear. Sometimes we wish we were brave, but it just doesn’t 
seem possible. We avoid the person who scares us, procrastinate on the project that seems too difficult, or 
leave a friend hanging when they need our help. In these moments we must remember the power of grace. 
Often we put up a tough front and hide our weaknesses because we worry about what others will think of us. 
It is freeing to recognize the fact that all of us are weak, so there is no need to hide it. When we recognize our 
weakness we realize not only how much we need God’s help, but also how strong He is and how much He 
loves us. In recognizing our weakness and relying on God’s strength, we find true freedom, and can say with 
Saint Paul, ‘I will gladly boast of my weakness...for when I am weak, then I am strong’ (2 Corinthians 
12-9-10) 

“According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, ‘Fortitude is the moral virtue that ensures 
firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of good...It disposes one even to renounce and sacrifice 
his life in defense of a just cause (paragraph 1808)’ 

“Sometimes we can describe behaviors as passive, assertive, or aggressive. To be assertive means to 
get involved and defend a just cause, an example of fortitude. Aggressive behavior tries to overpower another 
person, and doesn’t respect boundaries or the dignity of the other person; obviously this is the opposite of 
charity. What is not so obvious is that passive behavior can also be the opposite of charity. When we see 
others being hurt or misled, we must pray for the grace to be strong enough to defend what is right.” (Virtues 
in Practice, 2013) 

Fortitude and Sacred Scripture 
 

...if one loves righteousness, whose works are virtues, she teaches moderation and prudence, 
righteousness and fortitude, and nothing in life is more useful than these. 

 
Wisdom 8:7 



Pre-K-2nd Grade   
 
Prayer: Act of Charity/Come Holy Spirit, open our minds and our hearts to God’s living 
Word! 
 
What is Fortitude? Being brave and strong in the face of trials.  
 
Saint:  Saint Bernadette (Feast Day: April 16) 
 
Questions to ponder:  
What is fortitude? 
Can you name three ways Saint Bernadette acted with fortitude? 

   3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
Prayer: Act of Charity/Come Holy Spirit, open our minds and our hearts to God’s living 
Word! 
 
What is Fortitude? Being brave and strong in the face of trials. 
 
Saint: Saint Joan of Arc (Feast Day: May 30) 
 
Questions to ponder:  
How is the virtue of fortitude related to charity? What was the source of St. Joan of 
Arc’s strength?  

6th Grade-8th Grade 

Prayer: Act of Charity/Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and rekindle in 
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. O God, who by 
the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us through the same 
Spirit a love and relish for what is right and just and a constant enjoyment of his 
consolations. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
What is Fortitude? Being brave and strong in the face of trials. 
 
Saint: Saints Paul Miki and Companions (Feast Day: February 6) 
 
Questions to ponder:  
Think about passive behavior. Is this sometimes the same as a sin of omission? Are there 
ever times when it is virtuous not to act? 
How did Saint Paul Miki and his companions show fortitude ?  



Home Project Suggestions 
For details on these and other suggestions, see the Virtues in Practice 
Parent Guide for the Year of Charity and the month of January. (ASCS: 
Virtues in Practice)  
 
All : Hang up a copy of the Act of Charity on the refrigerator. Pray the 
Act of Charity together as a family. (See  following page for a large-print 
copy.) 
 
Pre K-2nd Grade :Are you strong if other kids are 
bothering you? With your parents, practice saying 

“please stop” in a way that is polite but strong, 

and use it this month if someone is doing 

something that is bothers you. Remember to be 

kind to everyone; sometimes kids are trying to 

make friends, and they don’t know that they are 
bothering you or hurting your feelings.  

 

3rd-5th Grade : Practice using one of the methods 
in the FORTITUDE acronym ( right) to stand up for 
someone else who is being mistreated.  
 

6th-8th Grade : How would you feel if you found 
out that you were insulted, and one of your best 

friends just listened and said nothing? Which of 

the ideas in the FORTITUDE acronym best fit your 

age and personality? Use them this month.  

 
 

Fortitude is being brave and strong in the face of trials. 

2018-2019 Virtues Committee: Carie Bellamy, Katrina Finkelstein, Mary Ann Jenkins, Michelle 
MacLellan, Carol Pisarski, Jessica Railling, Amy Roose, Andrew Willing 
 
For more information or for suggestions on monthly classroom activities/home projects please see: Virtues 
in Practice program website or contact a member of the 2018-2019 Virtues Committee. Also, for .pdf 
versions of ALL Virtues in Practice materials please see the Catholic Identity tab at All Saints’ website.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is a virtue? 

A good habit is called a virtue. A bad habit is called a vice. Habits grow by practice. God always gives us the grace to 
choose and do what is good. If we think about what is right and open our hearts to God, we will make good choices and 
grow in virtue. Virtues make us free, happy, and holy. (from the Grades 1-2 student book) 
 
 Please continue praying the Act of Charity with your families. We are all working together to show 
children that God is first and foremost in our lives. The graces from this prayer are needed to open 
hearts, to guide leaders, and to beg the healing that only Our Lord can provide. Have a wonderful first 
month of 2019! 

 
Act of Charity 

 
O my God, I love you above all things, 

with my whole heart and soul, 
because You are all good 

and worthy of all love. 
I love my neighbor as myself 

for the love of You. 
I forgive all who have injured me,  

and ask pardon of all whom I have injured. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 


